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News Brief 
 

 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid yesterday sought enhanced trade ties with Nepal and Indonesia as newly 

appointed ambassadors of the two countries presented their credentials at Bangabhaban in Dhaka. Receiving 

their credentials, the President appreciated Bangladesh ties with the two countries and urged them to play an 

important role as envoys particularly to enhance trade and economic ties for mutual benefits. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina planted saplings on her office premises at Tejgaon in Dhaka. The 

premier planted two saplings - "Akash Neem" and "Rudro Palash" and then went round the garden and 

urged all to plant more trees during the monsoon to protect environment and maintain ecological balance.  

 Construction work of the Padma Multipurpose Bridge is going on in full swing with the completion of 

44.0 per cent work of the megabridge until June. With this steady progress, Road Transport and Bridges 

Minister Obaidul Quader reaffirmed that the country's largest bridge on the river Padma would be completed 

by 2018.  

 Fisheries and Livestock Minister Muhammed Sayedul Hoque has said the country will be self-sufficient 

in fish through enhancing production up to 4.2 million metric tonnes  within the next year. "Bangladesh 

produced 3.878 million tonnes of fish in 2015-16 fiscal year....we expect that the production would increase 

to 4.050 million tonnes in 2016-17 and if this trend continues the country will be self-sufficient in fish in 

2018-19 fiscal," said the minister yesterday while addressing a press briefing marking the beginning of 

National Fisheries Week-2017. 

 Ten global firms from Japan, the USA, South Korea, and China along with their consortiums have 

submitted bids for building an onshore LNG terminal in Bangladesh. Half of the total firms and their 

consortiums that submitted EOIs are from Japan, two each from South Korea and China and the remaining 

one is from the United States. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited ailing eminent athlete Golam Mostafa at a city hospital in Dhaka 

yesterday.  Golam Mostafa, elder brother of late Sultana Kamal, wife of Shaheed Sheikh Kamal, has been 

suffering from respiratory problems. 

 State Minister for Information Communication and Technology Junaid Ahmed Palak has said that the 

Bangabandhu Silicon City project will contribute positively to the socio-economic improvement of the 

region. This Silicon City will both render training and provide employment opportunity for the educated 

young men. The State Minister made the observation while inaugurating the construction work of the ICT 

Incubation cum-Training Centre of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Silicon City in Rajshahi yesterday. 

 Bangladesh presented the national report on the implementation progress of Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) at the high level political forum-'Voluntary National Review (VNR)' session held at the 

headquarters of the United Nations. The Chief Coordinator of Bangladesh government’s SDG 

implementation, Abul Kalam Azad, presented the report titled ‘Eradicating poverty and promoting 

prosperity in a changing world’ at the session on Monday. Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal led 

Bangladesh delegation at this ministerial level session began on July 17. A total of 44 countries will place 

their national report at this session. 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) yesterday approved a US$526 million loan to facilitate execution 

of infrastructure development projects in Bangladesh under the Public-Private Partnership initiatives. The 

Board of the ADB in its meeting in Manila endorsed the multi-tranche financing facility which will also help 

improve renewable energy in Bangladesh. 

 Bangladesh can immensely be benefited from research collaboration with the European Union (EU) in 

areas of blue economy and climate change, experts said at a seminar in in Dhaka yesterday. Noting Europe's 

competitive advantage in research and development, they also identified food security and ICT as major 

areas of research collaboration with the EU.  Their observations came at a dissemination seminar on 'EU 

Horizon 2020: Opportunities for Bangladesh' organised by the Delegation of the European Union in 

Bangladesh together with the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  

 DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, went down by 5.16 points or 0.08 per cent to settle at 5,819. 
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